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Forsaken among the mountains and forests of Bern-Said, of
Beni-Hassan, and Gomara, beyond all hope of rescue, with-
out food or water, they held out with traditional Spanish
bravery.
One of the positions in greatest danger was Koba Darsa,
to which there had been made four useless attempts to send
a convoy. In the office of the commanding officer at Tetuan
there was opposition to the repetition of the attempt. There
was no other solution, if it can be called thus, than to let it
perish helplessly. But someone pointed out, *' Why do we not
summon Franco?"
Franco was with his Legionnaires far away in the position
of "Garcia Uria," in the Gomara mountains. But it was
decided to order him to come to Tetuan immediately.
Franco understood the gravity of that summons and attended
to it at once. At dawn he left the position on horse and
descended to the Tetuan highway, where an automobile
awaited him. At ten in the morning he was in the office of the
High Commissioner. A few words and all was clear. Koba
Darsa was at the end of its strength.
"Do you believe it would be possible to aid it?"
**I am certain of it," answered Franco.
"What would you need?"
"You would have to give me ample powers to carry out
the operation exactly as I plan It."
"You can count on them definitely. When will you need
them?"
"Immediately. I need now a boat to take me to Uad Lau."
"It will await you in the Martin River."
At one o'clock in the afternoon Franco arrived in Uad
Lau, surprising the generals assembled there, their spirits
darkened by the shadow of Koba Darsa, which was wasting
away in siege, beyond hope of aid, and beyond the possibility
that any aid could be taken to it.